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20th-Century Fashion Archives

The Italian and the international patrimonies compared:

culture, art, handicrafts, territory, history

1st Study Seminar 
Archivi della Moda del ‘900: the first results of the Project in Florence and Tuscany
Florence, 4 and 5 June 2009

Palazzo Spini Feroni - Via de’ Tornabuoni, 2

After the presentation on 12 January in the Sala Bianca in Palazzo Pitti, and intensive promotional activities throughout many parts of Italy, the project, “Archivi della Moda del ‘900” [Fashion Archives of the 20th Century] will come to life in Florence on 4 and 5 June with the first study seminar dedicated to remembering and enhancing the heritage related to the Florentine and Tuscan sistema moda – or fashion system.
The seminar will present the preliminary results of the survey of fashion archives in Florence and Tuscany.
The meeting, hosted in the splendid headquarters of Ferragamo, will feature papers by university professors, museum directors, fashion archive curators, directors of training institutions, archivists and members of the fashion trades, directors of foundations and the representatives from the government departments for the Cultural Heritage. The aim is to present and analyze the many and complex factors which contribute to making the sistema moda in Florence and Tuscany an outstanding productive and cultural force for one of our economy’s leading industries. The discussions will probe the close relationships between training-education, the development of creativity and the valorization of memories to launch proposals and challenges and to outline new prospects for the future of Made in Italy.
“Archivi della Moda del ‘900” is a three-year project aimed at recovering, enhancing and protecting the immense heritage of Italian fashions conserved in twentieth century archives. 

The project, that was drawn up by the Associazione Nazionale Archivistica Italiana- ANAI – Italian National Archives Association – and the Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali  (General Management for Archives of the Ministry for the Cultural Heritage, in cooperation with the General Management for the Book Heritage, Cultural Institutions and Copyrights, and the General Management for Organization, Innovation Training, Professional Certification and Labor Relations,) with the participation of many, prestigious institutions will be the standard bearer of the need to know and conserve a heritage (and identity)  which today more than ever is a vital tool for promoting, and innovating, Made in Italy and yet risks being lost.

Against the backdrop of fashion capitals in Italy and around the world (Florence, Milan, Rome, Paris, London, Antwerp, New York and Tokyo), the project is resolved to conduct a courageous recognizance of the fashion system, to become acquainted with and safeguard the archives which offer a wealth of information for the reconstruction of the histories of the businesses and great names in the fashion industries. 

The research, census-surveying, and digitizing of the archives will be flanked by study seminars to be held in several Italian regions (Lombardy, Tuscany, Lazio, Piemonte, Campania, Emilia-Romagna, Veneto, Liguria, Puglia), in order to highlight the several territorial specificities and to make a available a broad array of up-to-now unexplored sources.
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Direzione Generale per l’organizzazione, l’innovazione,  la formazione, la qualificazione professionale e le relazioni sindacali
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